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between each word, so I suppose that it must have
been extemporary. My attention wandered a little
during it, but I am almost sure that he asked for
God's blessing on the magic-lantern lecture.
When they had left we all sat out on the verandah,
and discussed missionaries and their work.
"These medical missionaries are all right," said
Colonel Hedges. "At least, they would be all right
if they'd stick to the medical side and leave the
'word of God' alone. I can't quite make up my
mind if the good they do by their medical work is
undone by the harm of their Christian teaching."
"Oh," said Mrs. R------, "I think that, on the
whole, the good they do is far greater than the
harm. They save thousands of lives a year, and give
a certain amount of happiness; and, after all, what
harm do they do, if they try to teach these poor
wretches to be Christians?"
"Well, I never believe in monkeying with other
people's religions. It makes for a lot of hypocrisy,
and muddles up the poor * Wog* even more than he is
muddled up already. All that most of them get hold
of is the idea that if they are christened, say prayers
and grace (and, my God, what a grace we had
to-day!) they'll get proper medical attention and
various benefits in the way of clothes, food, Christ-
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